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Sobering IRS Warnings On Tax 
Crimes Before Filing Your Taxes 

Are you comfortable signing your tax return under penalties of perjury? It’s 

almost April 15, but for most of us, Tax Day this year is May 17th. There’s a 

month left for you to stew about it, and the IRS and Department of Justice Tax 

Division want to make you think carefully. Willfully filing false tax returns or 

deliberately evading paying taxes are serious criminal offenses. The IRS and 

the Justice Department investigate and prosecute tax offenses from businesses 

and individuals, including underreporting income. employment tax fraud and 

identity theft. The Justice Department lists recent examples: 

 

On Dec. 1, 2020, a New York City restaurateur was sentenced to 24 months in 

prison for tax evasion. Adel Kellel, the owner of Raffles Bistro, diverted 

business income for personal expenses, including rent for a high-end 

Manhattan apartment, college tuition payments for his children, and 

purchases from luxury retailers. As part of his sentence, Kellel was ordered to 

pay $613,478 to the IRS. 

https://www.forbes.com/taxes
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MDguMzg0NDI3NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5qdXN0aWNlLmdvdi9vcGEvcHIvbmV3LXlvcmstY2l0eS1yZXN0YXVyYXRldXItc2VudGVuY2VkLWphaWwtdGF4LWV2YXNpb24tc2NoZW1lP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.IDKI5sngpPxgXDJQ5jYIotjHGFUjQsy-1hHj6625qIc/s/524073036/br/101674008685-l
https://www.forbes.com/sites/robertwood/
https://www.forbes.com/


 

 

On Oct. 20, 2020, two biofuel company owners were sentenced to prison for 

conspiracy to defraud the IRS and preparing a false tax claim, among other 

offenses. Ben Wootton, 55 of Savannah, Georgia, was sentenced to 70 months 

and Race Miner, 51, of Marco Island, Florida, was sentenced to 66 months, 

after a jury convicted both defendants and their company, Keystone Biofuels 

Inc., in April 2019. 

 

On Dec. 21, 2020, two Atlanta-area tax professionals pleaded guilty to 

promoting a syndicated conservation easement tax scheme involving more 

than $1.2 billion in fraudulent charitable deductions. Stein Agee of Canton, 

Georgia, and Corey Agee of Atlanta, Georgia, are currently awaiting sentencing 

for their role in the scheme. 

 

On Nov. 2, 2020, a New Jersey man was sentenced to 78 months in prison for 

conspiring to defraud the United States, filing false claims, and obstructing the 

internal revenue laws, following his conviction at trial. According to evidence 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MDguMzg0NDI3NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5qdXN0aWNlLmdvdi9vcGEvcHIvcGVubnN5bHZhbmlhLWJpb2Z1ZWwtY29tcGFueS1hbmQtb3duZXJzLXNlbnRlbmNlZC1lbnZpcm9ubWVudGFsLWFuZC10YXgtY3JpbWUtY29udmljdGlvbnM_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.n4HTx9MX7ra1eQ4QPpeB6u968qTebQUd_RkfycWuEuw/s/524073036/br/101674008685-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MDguMzg0NDI3NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5qdXN0aWNlLmdvdi9vcGEvcHIvYXRsYW50YS10YXgtcHJvZmVzc2lvbmFscy1wbGVhZC1ndWlsdHktcHJvbW90aW5nLXN5bmRpY2F0ZWQtY29uc2VydmF0aW9uLWVhc2VtZW50LXRheC1zY2hlbWU_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.oBs-WrgcWyBMCLpK-UquutuEt9m0f6lWnNrstP9HRDI/s/524073036/br/101674008685-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MDguMzg0NDI3NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5qdXN0aWNlLmdvdi9vcGEvcHIvbmV3LWplcnNleS1tYW4tc2VudGVuY2VkLXByaXNvbi10YXgtZnJhdWQtY29uc3BpcmFjeT91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.Zi-SFTW_02LlxP3jLX0Hda6unKuAm7cA_h1ZQ6B5LMg/s/524073036/br/101674008685-l


presented at trial, between 2015 and 2016, Kenneth Crawford Jr. and his co-

conspirators promoted and sold a “mortgage recovery” tax fraud scheme in 

which they obtained fraudulent refunds from the IRS for their clients. As a 

result of Crawford’s scheme, more than $2.5 million in fraudulent refunds 

were sought from the IRS. 

 

On Aug. 21, 2020, a North Carolina risk consultant pleaded guilty to filing a 

false tax return and illegally possessing a firearm. From 2011 through 2017, 

Charles Atkins underreported income from several risk consulting businesses, 

causing a tax loss of more than $800,000 to the IRS. Atkins is currently 

awaiting sentencing. 

 

On April 7, 2021, the manager of the San Diego Home Cooking restaurant 

chain was sentenced to 30 months in prison for employment tax fraud. 

According to court records, from the last quarter of 2014 through 2017, 

Aleksandar Sreckovic did not file employment tax returns nor pay 

employment taxes for San Diego Home Cooking, causing a tax loss of over $1.5 

million. Instead of paying employment taxes, Sreckovic paid other creditors 

and his own personal expenses. 

 

On March 24, 2021, A Montana businessman pleaded guilty to employment 

tax fraud. According to court documents, Thomas O’Connell owned and 

operated three plumbing businesses, Quality Plumbing and Heating, Orbit 

Plumbing and Heating, and Orbit PHC, each based in Great Falls. From at 

least 2005 through 2016, O’Connell did not pay employment taxes for several 

quarters, despite being obligated to ensure such taxes were paid to the IRS. 

Instead, he directed payments to other creditors and to his own personal 

expenses. The total tax loss to the IRS from O’Connell’s conduct is more than 

$550,000. 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MDguMzg0NDI3NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5qdXN0aWNlLmdvdi9vcGEvcHIvbm9ydGgtY2Fyb2xpbmEtcmlzay1jb25zdWx0YW50LXBsZWFkcy1ndWlsdHktdGF4LWZyYXVkLWFuZC1pbGxlZ2FsbHktcG9zc2Vzc2luZy1maXJlYXJtP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.z7e4RvAQyN-YPSk9yZEX-VfHllVia3RUYHk2jP4G9Og/s/524073036/br/101674008685-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MDguMzg0NDI3NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5qdXN0aWNlLmdvdi9vcGEvcHIvcmVzdGF1cmFudC1jaGFpbi1tYW5hZ2VyLXNlbnRlbmNlZC0zMC1tb250aHMtcHJpc29uLWVtcGxveW1lbnQtdGF4LWZyYXVkP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.ySeSb_3UUmA2QDmJSjU_rhvXJuzJ9P7ODQJgp62P-6E/s/524073036/br/101674008685-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MDguMzg0NDI3NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5qdXN0aWNlLmdvdi9vcGEvcHIvb3duZXItcGx1bWJpbmctYnVzaW5lc3Nlcy1wbGVhZHMtZ3VpbHR5LWVtcGxveW1lbnQtdGF4LWZyYXVkP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.9kuBFoZgQh4Li31c8MoSgBomm-eTgiRBXYjlL4MLBsU/s/524073036/br/101674008685-l


On Oct. 7, 2020, a Las Vegas, Nevada, man was sentenced to 70 months in 

prison for mail and wire fraud conspiracy, following his jury trial convictions. 

The trial evidence proved that from January 2009 through April 2011, Terry 

Williamson and his co-conspirators filed false tax returns with the IRS to 

fraudulently obtain tax refunds. To facilitate the fraud, they used the names 

and social security numbers of deceased taxpayers. More than 480 fraudulent 

tax refund checks totaling almost $2 million were deposited into Williamson’s 

account. 

 

Remember, every tax return must be signed under penalties of perjury. Check 

it carefully before you file. 

 

 

Check out my website. 
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